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POUGHKEEPSIE, 


N. Y,, FEB, 1891. No, 2. 


INSTRUCTIONS FOR COLLECT- 
ING AND PREPARING 
BIRDS EGGS. 


BY J. W. P. SMITHWICK. 


Before you enter into this delight- 
ful pastime—collecting eggs for the 


’ purpose of stwdy—you will need the 


following instruments, viz: A good 
blowpipe, and an assortment of drills, 
which can be bought so cheap, that 
one is not justified in trying to make 
them. As the season advances you 
will find eggs more or less incubated, 
and will need an embryo hook and a 
pair of embryo scissors, which can 
be used to advantage in removing 
the embryo. Having gotten all the 
instruments necessary, in order, you 
are now ready to make your first trip 
into the woods to try your luck as 
an Odlogist. 

The morring hours are the best 
time to look for nests, for the simple 
reason, that nearly all birds are 
busy—flitting to and fro, with 
material for their nest. If you see 
a bird with something in its bill fly 
into a certain clump of bushes or 
a thicket ; do not rush in there as if 


you were mad, but watch her two or | cation var 


three times, until you can nearly lo- 
cate where she stops. When she is 
away you may creep up nearer, but 
not enough to disturb her, because 
if once disturbed she will, after that, 
keep a more vigilant watch for in- 
truders. When you succeed in see- 
ing the nest, that is enough, do not 
go to examine it, but go away cau- 
tiously, not however, before you 
have noticed the surroundings 
enough to be sure you can find the 
nest easily again. 

A great many birds nest on the 
ground, and therefore you must not 
be surprised if you find one there. 
When you are going through the 
woods, and a bird flies up before 
you, carefully search the place from 
which it flew, for many of our 
rarest Warblers, and numerous other 
species, build their nest right on the 
ground, and if you are not careful 
these will escape your notice, espec- 
ially if you are young in the busi- 
ness. And again, 
in hollows, cavities, and excavations, 


many birds nest 


made, by themselves. Now there- 
you see 


fore, from the foregoing, 
that there are three=pl vees in which 
you may ex t totind trasts, tthe lo- 
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cource), viz: on the ground, on the 
limbs of trees, and in cavities; and 
for this reason, the young collector 
must keep his eyes open while in the 
woods if he wishes to be anything 
like successful. 

Some nests are found in very diffi- 
cult places to reach, and you will 
have to devise means to suit the oc- 


casion, as no particular plan can be 
laid down to suit every instance. 

About the best way I know of for 
obtaining nests situated out on slen- 
der limbs, is the following simple 
apparatus. Procure a jointed fishing 
rod with ferules for couvenience in 
carrying, and make a fork out of 
stout wire of two or three prongs, 
five or six inches long, fasten in the 
small end of the rod, and the outfit 
is completed. With this simple con- 
trivance, I can generally secure any 
nest situated on the end of a slender 
limb, without endangering my own 
life, or running the risk of breaking 
the eggs. 

When you prepare the eggs for 
keeping, empty then of their con- 
tents by drilling one smooth hole in 
the least showy side. Place the 
blowpipe near the hole—in large 
egos, the tip end of the blowpipe 
can be inserted without fear of burst- 
ing—and blow steadily, and the con- 
tents will gradually ooze out. Ihave 
never found it necessary to rinse 
fresh eggs less than a Robin’s in size, 
but all incubated eggs, however 
small, should be thoroughly rinsed 
out before putting in a place to dry. 
The best dryer I have used, is a 
piece of blotting paper or a soft 
piece of cloth. The eggs should be 
placed, hole downward on this until 
dry inside and out. If, on removing 
them, any should adhere to the dry- 
er, do not try the strength of the 
shell by pulling them off, but damp- 
en them until the glue softens. 


(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


THE BALTIMORE ORIOLE. 


(Icterus galbula.) 


CONTINUED FROM LAST MONTH. 


This nest I did not take after the 
young had left, as I could not get at 
it without destroying the shape of 
the tree. Ina few instances that I 
am positive of, I know that the same 
pair of birds have occupied the same 
for years, and I have frequently 
watched a pair of them rebuild their 
old nest when its condition permitted. 

The eggs are of a pale, bluish- 
white, with irregular lines, scrawls, 
and blotches, of various shades of 
brown, sometimes black, with deep 
shell markings of a purplish tint, 
mostly about the larger end, but 
again they are scattered more or less 
over the entire surface of the shell. 
The number of eggs laid is usually 
five, and vary as much in size and 
shape, as they do in the clutch. 

T have one set of five eggs that are 
short and elliptical, and another set 
of four that are greatly elongated 
and blunt at both ends. In looking 
over a few single specimens, I notice 
a great variation in all. 

The yolk when blown from a fresh 
egg, is generally a deep, rich orange 
color, which gives it a decided pink- 
ish cast before being blown. 

It may be of interest to some to 
know how I secured my nests, and 
I can recommend to them, the follow- 
ing mode: Take a long reed fish- 
pole, and securely fasten a large, 
strong wire snare to the tip, ascend 
the tree to a level with the nest, 
place the loop of the snare over the 
nest and well up on the branches, 
and draw the whole thing gently 
toward you. 

Suggestions etc., welcomed from 
all. 

“Yr Epiror.” 
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A MONTHLY MAGAZINE, DEVOTED TO 
ORNITHOLOGY AND OOLOGY. 


Edited and Published by FRED. W. STACK, 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 


Correspondence and items of interest to the stu- 
gent of Birds, their Nests and Eggs, solicited from 
all. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION : 


Single Subscriptions, - - 25c. per annum. 

Foreign Subscription, - - - - 12c. extra. 

Single Copies, . - eye = erat - 3c. each. 
Post-paid to any address in the universe. 


ADVERTISING RATES. 


10c. per nonpariel line each insertion. Liberal 
discounts will be allowed on large and continued 
advertisements. Send copy for SPECIAL RATES. 

Continued advertisements, payable monthly in 
advance, except when specimens are taken in pay- 
ment. 

Desirable specimens will be accepted at one-half 
their list value. 


Entered as second-class matter, at the Post Office 
at Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 


Vor.L FEBRUARY, 1891. No. 2. 


EDITORIAL. 


Davie’s new work ‘‘ Methods in the Art 
of Taxidermy,” is progressing rapidly, not- 
withstanding the fact that only about three- 
fourths of the required number of subscri- 
bers are now in. This work will be ready 
for delivery in about sixty days after the 
00th subscriber is enrolled. We warmly 
recommend this new volume to all of our 
friends, for judging from the advance proof 
plates we have received, it will eclipse all 
previous publications of this kind combined. 
See next page for information. 


A Des Moines, Ia., subscriber informs us 
that collectors in that city are ‘‘no good.” 


Judging from the number of subscriptions | 


received from that one city, including two 
clubs of 4 and 6 each, we rather think that 
there is some mistake. 


If it is not asking our friends and sub- 
scribers too much, we would request that 
they send Postal Notes, when convenient, 
instead of stamps for their subscriptions, 
ete. We can hardly do anything with 
stamps, and we have enough on hand to 
last us nearly a year. 


Eggs bring McKinley prices.—Courie,. 
Well, tell us what brings the egg ? 


To clubs of four or more we will send 
the Oo.Locist’s JouRNAL for Twenty Cents 
per year. 


We were obliged to omit our ‘* Corres- 
pondence Column,” this issue, as we are 
crowded for space. 


If you wish your specimens to have a del- 
icate perfume attached to them, place a cake 
of “ Klite” Frozen Perfume among them. 


Our subscription is 25¢. per year. By 
sending 30c. for a year’s subscription, we 
will insert one twenty-five word exchange 
notice free. 


Mr. Chas. Vossler, of this city recently 
shot a fine male specimen of the Little 
Sereech Owl, in front of his residence in 
the fifth ward. 


Fifty cents worth of first-class specimens 
of Eggs will be accepted in payment for a 
year’s subscription to this paper. Send on 
your specimens, carefully packed. 


Every Oologist and Ornithologist should 
have a pair of ‘‘ Rival” Anklets. They are 
indispensable for holding the pant leg when 
climbing, tramping, etc. See illustration 
on next page. 


Wm. Strangeway, of Kingston, N. Y., 
was quite surprised a few days ago, while 
out hunting, to see a large Gray Hagle flying ~ 
around him, apparently watching him or 
his dog. It kept flying around and coming 
closer until it came within range, when he 
shot and killed it. It measured 7 ft. 11 in. 
from tip to tip, 3 ft. 7 in. in length, and 
weighed 20 pounds: being very poor at 
that. It was sent to N. Y. city to be 
mounted.—Star. 


[The Bald Eagle is quite common in this 
vicinity. Last year one of these birds was 
wounded and captured on Mt. Beacon, Mat- 
teawan, N. Y., where they are often seen 
during the spring of the year. This bird 
lived a short time in confinement.—ED. | 


EXCHANCES AND WANTS. 


Brief special announcements, ‘* Wants,” * Ex- 
changes,”’ etc., inserted in this department for 20c. 
per 25 words. Notices over 25 words charged at 
the rate of one-half cent per word. No notice in- 
serted for less than 20c. Terms, cash with order. 

TO EXCHANGE.—For every twenty-five cents” 
worth of first-class Eggs sent me, I will give neatly 
printed Directions for Making Rubber Stamps. 
FRED. W. STACK, Poughkeepsie, N. Y- 
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SALE.— Climbers $1, Watch $6, Photo | 


et $6, Shotgun, single barrel $5, double 
barrel $12, New Directory 15c., Safety Bicycle 35. 
I have only one of each, and if not sold soon will 
keep them. Address box 88, Cottage Grove P. O., 
Des Moines, Iowa. 


AGENCY for 


pamphiet of information and ab- 
stract of the laws, showing How to 
Obtain Patents, Caveats, Trade 
Marks, Copyrights, sent free. 
\\ Address MUNN & CO. 

361 Broadway, 
New York. 


SMITH VVTICK’S 


Celebrated Method of 


Taxidermy Treatment 


The only sure and reliable way to mount 
birds in life-like attitudes without skin- 
ning. Complete directions by return mail 
for only Twenty-FIvE Cents. 

Address, 
J. WwW. P. SMITHWICK, 


SANS SOUCI, N. C. 
CALDWELL & HASBROUCK, 
Pie INE BR es 


16 ACADEMY ST., POUGHKEEPSIE, N. Y. 


Cee ATTENTION! | 


lector and dealer should have a cake of ** 


It 
parent, and is put up in neat square Cates 
per cake. Do not fail to send fora sample cak 
post-paid to any address, upon receipt of 10c. — 

Address, Tue Frozen Perrump Co. 


=a 
46 ; 

THE “RIVAL” ANKLE 
mee 
AN INDISPENSABLE ARTICLE y 
WHEN CLIMBING | 3 


aa | 
a 


An adjustable steel band for — 
fastening the pant legs when = 
climbing, hunting, tramping, Y 
wading, running, cycleriding, — 
s etc. Sent by mailto any ad- 

dress. Price 25 cents per pair. n 
M Address plainly. 


FRED. W. STACK, 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 


WIM. G. Sia 


COLLECTOR OF 


Birds, Mammals and higgs, 
LOVELAND, COLORADO. 


I make a specialty of mailing birds same day as 
skinned, or sent in the flesh after subjecting them — 
to a preservative preparation. Enclose stamp for ~ 
Price List. 


LOOK! LOOK! LOOK! 


For thirty days only I shall offer my large stock _ 


, 
‘ 
of i 
BiR DS .- Ge 2a 
for saleat GREATLY REDUCED RATES. Arare- 
chance to get some bargains. WRITE AT ONCE if ¥ 
; 


you are desirous of taking advantage of the offer. 
My new Price List is just out. 
copy. Address, 


WALTER F. WEBB, GENEVA, N. Y. 


Enclose stamp for 


ber Ct N/a 


Work on Taxidermy. 
New Work on Taxidermy. | 

This work will be published only on condition that there are 500 subscribers ; also, 
only that number will be taken. If the requisite number is obtained the name of each — 
will be published in the work. Write at once for subscription blank, proof pages of the 
illustrations, and for full particulars, address ne 


OLIVER DAVIE, 214 N. High Street, COLUMBUS, OHIO. 


LOA N/a 


*,* To any reader of the OoLoaist’s JouRNAL, who will write to Mr. Davie for a blank and pro 
fill the same, stating to him that they subscribe for his work, through the recommendation of 
lisher of the OoLoGistT’s JOURNAL, we will, if you are not more than pleased with the work whi 
lished, GrvE you $5.00 in cas for your copy and present you with a year’s subscription to the O: 


JouRNAL, for your trouble. 
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